268                      THE LUCOTOW AFFIDAVITS.                 [CHAP.

" Begums, ready drawn in their hands. Those affidavits
" he did not read. Some of them indeed he could not
c< read; for they were in the dialects of Northern India/'
[in the original review in October, 1841, it is in " Persian
and Hindustani"] " and no interpreter was employed.
" He administered the oath to the deponents with all
" possible expedition, and asked not a single question,
" not even whether they had perused the statements to
" which they swore. This work performed, he got again
" into his palanquin and posted back to Calcutta, to be
" in time for the opening of term. The cause was one
" which, by his own confession, lay altogether out of his
"jurisdiction. Under the charter of justice, he had no
" more right to inquire into crimes committed by
" Asiatics in Oude than the Lord President of the Court
" of Session of Scotland to hold an assize at Exeter. He
" had no right to try the Begums, nor did he pretend to
" try them. With what object then, did he undertake
" so long a journey ? Evidently in order that he might
" give, in an irregular manner, that sanction which in a
"regular manner he could not give, to the crimes of
" those who had recently hired him; and in order that a
"confused mass of testimony which he did not sift,
" which he did not even read, might acquire an authority
" not properly belonging to it, from the signature of the
" highest judicial functionary in India."

Every word of this is either incorrect or a proof of
ignorance, both of the law and of the facts relative to
the matter. I believe that Macaulay knew no more of
it than is to be found in l James Mill, who has given an

1 Vol. iv. 310, 311. One or two remarks in the passage from Macaulay
suggest that lie may have turned over the leaves of the shorthand report,
though I doubt it.